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Abstract

Ovarian granulosa cell tumor (GCT) is a common type of sex cord neoplasm in cattle. This paper reports a rare case of GCT
identified in a bovine abortion. A necropsy was performed on an 8-month-old bovine fetus, revealing an enlarged right ovary
measuring 5.5 cm. The cut surface displayed reddish cystic areas with mucinous content, interspersed with whitish to blackish
regions. The histopathological evaluation identified a benign epithelial neoplastic proliferation with an acinar arrangement
supported by fibrocollagenous stroma. Immunohistochemistry was performed using antibodies against cytokeratin AE1/AE3,
vimentin, protein S-100, chromogranin A, inhibin, and somatostatin. The tumor stained positive for cytokeratin AE1/AE3 and
vimentin, while protein S-100, inhibin, chromogranin A, and somatostatin were non-reactive. Polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
tests for Toxoplasma gondii, Neospora caninum, and bovine viral diarrhea virus yielded negative results. This report provides

a detailed anatomical, histopathological, and immunohistochemical characterization of a congenital GCT in a bovine fetus.
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Introduction

Primary ovarian neoplasms can be classified into
tumors of the surface germinal epithelium (e.g., papillary
adenomas, papillary adenocarcinomas, cystadenomas, and
undifferentiated carcinomas), tumors of the sex cord-stromal
tissues (e.g., granulosa cell tumors, thecomas, and luteomas),
and tumors originating from germ cells (e.g., dysgerminomas
and teratomas) (6, 22).

Ovarian granulosa cell tumor (GCT) is a neoplasm
arising from the sex cord stroma of the ovaries and represents
the most common type of ovarian tumor in cattle (3, 25).
The occurrence of GCT tends to increase with age, being more
prevalent in adult animals, and primarily affects equine (8,
26), bovine (14, 20), and human species (9). Typically, GCT
presents as a unilateral, benign tumor (18). This neoplasm can
affect all bovine breeds but is more frequently diagnosed in
dairy cattle than beef cattle, likely due to the more intensive
reproductive monitoring in dairy breeds (21).

The most common clinical signs of GCT include
hormonal imbalances caused by increased steroid production.
Consequently, affected females may exhibit estrus during
anestrus, continuous or intermittent estrus, or even masculine
behavior (25). Neoplastic granulosa cells inhibit the release
of follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) through inhibin syn-
thesis, which, in turn, leads to contralateral ovarian atrophy
(6). Additionally, tumor rupture may result in abdominal pain
and hemoperitoneum (23).

The objective of this study is to report a case of
GCT in the ovary of a bovine fetus and provide a detailed
description of its anatomopathological and immunohisto-
chemical findings.

Case description

A necropsy was performed on a female crossbred
bovine fetus at a gestational age of 8 months. The farm
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primarily focuses on dairy production, with cattle kept on
native pasture supplemented with additional feed and min-
eral salt. During the necropsy, the right ovary was notably
enlarged, measuring 5.5 cm in diameter. Upon sectioning, the
ovary exhibited diffuse reddish discoloration, with multifocal
to coalescent areas ranging from black to whitish tones, as
well as multiple cystic formations measuring 0.2—0.5 cm in
diameter containing mucinous material (Fig. 1). The left ovary
showed no abnormalities. Samples from the enlarged ovary
were collected and submitted for histopathological analysis.

Slides containing histological sections of the ovarian
neoplasm were sent to the Adolfo Lutz Institute for immuno-
histochemical examination. Antigen retrieval was performed
using wet heat (10 mM citric acid solution, pH 6), and the
sections were incubated at 4°C for 12 hours with the following
antibodies: anti-cytokeratin AE1/AE3 (mouse monoclonal,
Biocare Medical, CA, USA; dilution 1:2000), anti-vimentin
(mouse monoclonal [V9], Invitrogen/Thermo Fisher Scientif-
ic, CA, USA; dilution 1:800), anti-protein S-100 (rabbit poly-
clonal, Dako/Agilent, CA, USA; dilution 1:800), anti-chro-
mogranin A (mouse monoclonal [LK2H10+PHES5], Biocare
Medical, CA, USA; dilution 1:1000), anti-alpha-inhibin
(mouse monoclonal [BC/R1], Biocare Medical, CA, USA;
dilution 1:100), and anti-somatostatin (rabbit polyclonal,
Dako/Agilent, CA, USA; dilution 1:100). Detection and reve-
lation were conducted using secondary antibodies conjugated
to peroxidase and diaminobenzidine chromogen (Reveal
Detection System Polyvalent HRP DAB, Spring Bioscience,
CA, USA). Positive and negative controls were processed
alongside the test samples.

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was performed on
frozen brain tissue to detect Neospora caninum and Toxo-
plasma gondii. DNA extraction was conducted using the
phenol-chloroform method (12). For T gondii detection, the
primers SAG2.F4 (5’-GCTACCTCGAACAGGAACAC-3")
and SAG2.R4 (5’-GCATCAACAGTCTTCGTTGC-3")

Figure 1. Ovarian granulosa cell tumor in a bovine fetus.
The right ovary was enlarged, measuring 5.5 cm in
diameter, with whitish to blackened areas upon sectioning
and multiple cysts ranging from 0.2 to 0.5 cm in diameter.

were used to amplify a 332 bp product of the SAG2 gene
(31). For N. caninum, the primers Np21 (5’-CCCAGTG-
CGTCCAATCCTGTA-3’) and Np6 (5’-CTCGCCAGT-
CAACCTACGTCTTCT-3") were used to amplify a 337 bp
product from the Nc5 region (7). Positive controls included
purified tachyzoites of 7. gondii and N. caninum (Nc-Bahia
strain), while negative controls consisted of autoclaved ul-
trapure water.

Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction
(RT-PCR) was also performed on thymus and spleen samples
to detect bovine viral diarrhea virus (BVDV). The primers
324F (5’-ATGCCCTTAGTAGGACTAGCA-3’) and 326R
(5’-TCAACTCCATGTGCCATGTAC-3’) (19) were used
to amplify a 288 bp product from the 5’UTR region of the
pestivirus genome. All molecular analyses for the detection
of infectious agents returned negative results.

Histopathological evaluation revealed a benign neo-
plastic proliferation arising from the sex cord stroma, expand-
ing and replacing the right ovarian parenchyma. The lesion
was non-delimited and non-encapsulated, organized in acini
and ducts, and supported by moderate fibrocollagenous stro-
ma (Fig. 2-A). The neoplastic cells were polyhedral, with
centrally located round to oval nuclei, loose chromatin, and
prominent nucleoli. The cytoplasm was moderate, eosinophil-
ic, and moderately distinct (Fig. 2-B). Among the neoplastic
cells, multiple cystic dilations and areas of moderately exten-
sive focal hemorrhage were evident. Moderate anisocytosis
and anisokaryosis were also observed.

Immunohistochemical analysis showed positive
immunostaining for cytokeratin AE1/AE3 (Fig. 2-C) and
vimentin (Fig. 2-D). Staining for chromogranin A, inhibin,
and somatostatin was non-reactive, while protein S-100 was
negative. These histopathological and immunohistochemical
findings were consistent with a granulosa cell tumor.

Discussion

Congenital tumors are defined as neoplasms detected
during gestation or within the first two months after birth (2).
These tumors have varied etiologies and represent a limited
subset of diagnoses across all species, including cattle (13).
In this report, we established the diagnosis of a granulosa
cell tumor (GCT) in a bovine fetus through anatomopatho-
logical findings and immunohistochemical characterization.
GCTs are typically reported in adult animals, often as inci-
dental findings during necropsy (29).

In heifer calves, various types of reproductive sys-
tem neoplasms have been documented, including embryonal
carcinoma (1), mesothelioma (24), Sertoli cell tumor (30),
and teratomas (11). Regarding GCTs, only one prior case has
been reported in a bovine neonate, where an enlarged left
ovary with a lobulated surface and multiple cavitations filled
with reddish-brown serous fluid was described. In contrast,
the contralateral ovary was reduced in size (17). In our case,
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Figure 2. Histopathological and immunohistochemical patterns of an ovarian granulosa cell tumor in a bovine
fetus. (A) Benign neoplastic proliferation of sex cords arranged in acinar and ductal patterns, with multiple cystic
formations (*) supported by moderate fibrocollagenous stroma. Hematoxylin and eosin (HE), Obj. x10. Scale bar:

100 um. (B) Neoplastic polyhedral cells are organized in ducts with rounded, centrally located nuclei and moderate,
eosinophilic, and moderately distinct cytoplasm. HE, Obj. x40. Scale bar: 20 pm. (C) Moderate positive immunostaining
in the cytoplasm of neoplastic cells for cytokeratin AE1/AE3. Immunohistochemistry (IHC), Obj. x40. (Anti-
cytokeratin AE1/AE3: polymer linked to endogenous peroxidase, chromogen diaminobenzidine [Reveal Detection
System Polyvalent HRP DAB, Spring Bioscience, CA, USA]). (D) Moderate positive immunostaining in the
cytoplasm of neoplastic cells for vimentin. IHC, Obj. x40. (Anti-vimentin: polymer linked to endogenous peroxidase,
chromogen diaminobenzidine [Reveal Detection System Polyvalent HRP DAB, Spring Bioscience, CA, USA]).

the right ovary was enlarged, and the left ovary showed no
macroscopic alterations.

Macroscopic characteristics of GCTs in adult an-
imals and other species often include moderate to signif-
icant unilateral ovarian enlargement with an irregular or
multilobulated surface. On sectioning, a cystic pattern
with serous fluid interspersed with solid areas ranging
from white to yellowish is commonly observed (3, 8, 14,
20, 27). Although these descriptions are based on adult
animals, they align with our findings in an 8-month-old
bovine fetus. Studies in cattle have reported unilateral
ovarian enlargement ranging from 5 to 25 cm in diameter,
with sectioning revealing multiple cavities filled with sero-
sanguinous or serous fluid, along with solid whitish tissue

of moderate consistency (5, 14, 20, 28), which corresponds
to the observations in our study.

GCTs are generally benign, although malignant
variants may exhibit combinations of microfollicular, mac-
rofollicular, acinar, tubular, trabecular, and solid cellular
arrangements (3, 8, 15). A study described a malignant GCT
characterized by solid and tubular cellular arrangements,
marked anisocytosis and anisokaryosis, numerous mitotic
figures (including atypical ones) per 2.37 mm?, binucleated
cells, and multifocal necrosis (20). In our study, the observed
cellular pattern was acinar, and no criteria for malignancy
were identified, supporting the diagnosis of a benign GCT.

Immunohistochemical analysis is fundamental in
confirming tumors like GCTs. Typical immunohistochemical
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markers for GCTs include cytokeratin, vimentin, inhibin,
desmin, and glutathione S-transferase (10, 28). GCTs are
characterized by the co-expression of cytokeratin, vimentin,
and inhibin in tumor cells, in addition to the relevant histo-
pathological features of the neoplasm (8). However, in our
study, inhibin, chromogranin A, and somatostatin markers
did not show cross-reactivity with bovine tissues, as these
antibodies were designed for human tissues. A study inves-
tigating immunohistochemistry for FIV in cats using human
antibodies demonstrated that 67 out of 95 antibodies tested
showed no reactivity with feline tissues (16), supporting the
lack of cross-reactivity observed in our study.

Tumors with co-expression of vimentin and cyto-
keratin are generally considered benign, with cytokeratin
primarily expressed in degenerated cells (8), consistent with
our findings. Negative staining for protein S-100 has been
associated with poorly differentiated GCTs (10), which
aligns with our results, as the tumor cells in this case were
poorly differentiated.

This case represents one of the few descriptions of
congenital GTC in a bovine fetus. The histopathological pat-
tern, combined with immunohistochemical results showing
positive staining for cytokeratin AE1/AE3 and vimentin, is
consistent with a poorly differentiated benign tumor.

Conflict of Interest

The authors declare no competing interests.

References

1. Aihara N, Yamamoto N, Takagi T, Une Y. Embryo-
nal carcinoma in the abdominal cavity of a male
calf. J Vet Diagn Invest. 2011;23(3):598-602. doi:
10.1177/1040638711403407.

2. Alamo L, Beck-Popovick M, Gudinchet F, Meuli R.
Congenital tumors: imaging when life just begins.
Insights Imaging. 2011;2(3):297-308. doi: 10.1007/
$13244-011-0073-8.

3. Ali A, Al-Sobayil FA, Tharwat M, Mehana EE, Al-Ha-
was A. Granulosa cell tumour in a female dromedary
camel. Comp Clin Pathol. 2013;22(6):1251-4. doi:
10.1007/s00580-013-1755-z.

4. El-Sheikh Ali H, Kitahara G, Nibe K, et al. Plasma
anti-Miillerian hormone as a biomarker for bovine
granulosa-theca cell tumors: comparison with immu-
noreactive inhibin and ovarian steroid concentrations.
Theriogenology. 2013;80(8):940-9. doi: 10.1016/;.
theriogenology.2013.07.022.

5. Belotti EM, Sacco SC, Stassi AF, Notaro US, Angeli
E, Etchevers L, Chiaraviglio JA, Ortega HH, Salvet-
ti NR. Characterization of an incipient granulosa cell
tumour in a Holstein cow: Steroid hormone receptors

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

and coregulators expression. Anat Histol Embryol.
2022;51(1):62-8. doi: 10.1111/ahe.12762.

Chen VW, Ruiz B, Killeen JL, Coté TR, Wu XC, Correa
CN. Pathology and classification of ovarian tumors.
Cancer. 2003;97(10 Suppl):2631-42. doi: 10.1002/
cncr.11345.

da Costa LS, Withoeft JA, Bilicki JV, Melo IC, Snak A,
das Neves GB, Miletti LC, de Moura AB, Casagrande
RA. Neospora caninum-associated abortions in cattle
from Southern Brazil: Anatomopathological and mo-
lecular characterization. Vet Parasitol Reg Stud Reports.
2022;36:100802. doi: 10.1016/j.vprsr.2022.100802.
Ellenberger C, Bartmann CP, Hoppen HO, Kratzsch
J, Aupperle H, Klug E, Schoon D, Schoon HA. Histo-
morphological and immunohistochemical characteriza-
tion of equine granulosa cell tumours. J] Comp Pathol.
2007;136(2-3):167-76. doi: 10.1016/j.jcpa.2007.01.011.
Fashedemi Y, Coutts M, Wise O, Bonhomme B, Baker
G, Kelly PJ, Soubeyran I, Catherwood MA, Croce S,
McCluggage WG. Adult granulosa cell tumor with high-
grade transformation: Report of a series with FOXL2
mutation analysis. Am J Surg Pathol. 2019;43(9):1229-
38. doi: 10.1097/PAS.0000000000001296.

Gitsch G, Kohlberger P, Hanzal E, Kolbl H, Breite-
necker G. Immunohistochemical differentiation between
ovarian granulosa cell tumors and ovarian carcinomas.
Arch Gynecol Obstet. 1991;249(4):173-7. doi: 10.1007/
BF02390384.

Ibrahim A, Ali MM. Surgical manipulation of dorsal tho-
racolumbar massive presumed teratoma in a buffalo-calf:
clinical findings and differential considerations. J Anim
Sci Res. 2018;2(2):116. doi: 10.16966/2576-6457.116.
Isola J, DeVries S, Chu L, Ghazvini S, Waldman F.
Analysis of changes in DNA sequence copy num-
ber by comparative genomic hybridization in archi-
val paraffin-embedded tumor samples. Am J Pathol.
1994;145(6):1301-8.

Jacinto JG, Bolcato M, Sheahan BJ, Muscatello LV,
Gentile A, Avallone G, Benazzi C. Congenital tumours
and tumour-like lesions in calves: a review. J Comp
Pathol. 2021;184:84-94. d0i:10.1016/j.jcpa.2021.02.003
Jackson R, Parker C, Roma LG. Case report: granulosa
cell tumour in a Holstein cow. Livestock. 2014;19:346-8.
doi: 10.12968/1ive.2014.19.6.346.

Jamieson S, Fuller PJ. Molecular pathogenesis of
granulosa cell tumors of the ovary. Endocr Rev.
2012;33(1):109-44. doi: 10.1210/er.2011-0014.

Joling P, Broekhuizen R, de Weger RA, Rottier PJ, Eg-
berink H. Immunohistochemical demonstration of cellu-
lar antigens of the cat defined by anti-human antibodies.
Vet Immunol Immunopathol. 1996;53(1-2):115-27. doi:
10.1016/0165-2427(96)05551-1.

Kanagawa H, Kawata K, Nakao N, Sung W. A case of
granulosa cell tumor of the ovary in a newborn calf. Jap
J Vet Res. 1964;12:7-11.

Brazilian Journal of Veterinary Pathology. www.bjvp.org.br.


https://doi.org/10.24070/bjvp.1983-0246.018002
http://www.bjvp.org.br
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Ovarian granulosa cell tumor in bovine fetus 5
Braz J Vet Pathol, 2025, vol. 18, 018002
DOIL: https://doi.org/10.24070/bjvp.1983-0246.018002

Madrid VE, Aranzazu D, Berdugo JA. Tumor de células
de granulosa en un bovino gestante: reporte de un caso.
Rev Col Cienc Pec. 2000;13(2):156-60. doi: 10.17533/
udea.rccp.323739.

Marian L, Withoeft JA, Esser M, Dal Molin SR,
Hamckmeier D, Baumbach LF, Canal CW, Casa-
grande RA. Uncommon bovine viral diarrhea virus
subtype le associated with abortions in cattle in south-
ern Brazil. J Vet Diagn Invest. 2024;36(1):115-9. doi:
10.1177/10406387231209739.

Meganck V, Govaere J, Vanholder T, Vercauteren
G, Chiers K, de Kruif A, Opsomer G. Two atypical
cases of granulosa cell tumours in Belgian Blue heif-
ers. Reprod Domest Anim. 2011;46(4):746-749. doi:
10.1111/7.1439-0531.2010.01717 x.

Mimoune N, Kaidi R, Belarbi A, Kaddour R, Azzouz
MY. Ovarian tumors in cattle: case reports. HVM Bio-
flux. 2017;9(2):41-4.

Nielsen SW, Misdorp W, McEntee K. Tumours of the
ovary. Bull World Health Organ. 1976;53(2-3):203-15.
Pectasides D, Pectasides E, Psyrri A. Granulosa cell
tumor of the ovary. Cancer Treat Rev. 2008;34(1):1-12.
doi: 10.1016/.ctrv.2007.08.007.

Peli A, Bolcato M, Roccaro M, Gentile A, Militerno G.
Mesothelioma in cattle: two case reports. Large Anim
Rev. 2018;24(2):89-92.

Peter AT, Levine H, Drost M, Bergfelt DR. Compila-
tion of classical and contemporary terminology used
to describe morphological aspects of ovarian dynamics

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

in cattle. Theriogenology. 2009;71(9):1343-57. doi:
10.1016/j.theriogenology.2008.12.026.

Sherlock CE, Lott-Ellis K, Bergren A, Withers JM, Fews
D, Mair TS. Granulosa cell tumours in the mare: a review
of 52 cases. Equine Vet Educ. 2016;28(2):75-82. doi:
10.1111/eve.12449.

Svara T, Gombac M, Juntes P, Pogacnik M. Malignant
ovarian granulosa cell tumour in a ewe. Acta Vet Brno.
2009;78(2):281-5. doi: 10.2754/avb200978020281
Teh APP, Kitahara G, Izzati UZ, Mori K, Fuke N, Hirai T,
Yamaguchi R. Immunohistochemical and morphological
features of bovine granulosa cell tumours in relation to
growth pattern and folliculogenesis. J Comp Pathol.
2021;187:40-51. doi: 10.1016/j.jcpa.2021.06.008.
Tessele B, Barros CSL. Tumores em bovinos en-
contrados em abatedouros frigorificos. Pesq
Vet Bras. 2016;36(3):145-60. doi: 10.1590/
S0100-736X2016000300002.

Vissiennon T, Freick M, Kilic E, Schmidt T, Dénicke
S, Schmicke M, Schneider E. Sertoli cell tumour in
a neonate calf: an unusual congenital tumour. A case
report. Tierarztl Prax Ausg G Grosstiere Nutztiere.
2016;44(6):371-8. doi: 10.15653/TPG-150982.
Withoeft JA, Da Costa LS, Marian L, Baumbach LF, Do
Canto Olegario J, Miletti LC, Canal CW, Casagrande
RA. Microcephaly and hydrocephalus in a sheep fetus
infected with Neospora caninum in Southern Brazil—
Short communication. Acta Vet Hung. 2022;70(3):226-
9. doi: 10.1556/004.2022.00028.

Brazilian Journal of Veterinary Pathology. www.bjvp.org.br.


https://doi.org/10.24070/bjvp.1983-0246.018002
http://www.bjvp.org.br
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

